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Message Text 


TAGS:PGOV, PINS, PINT, NU, CS 

SUBJECT:POSSIBLE MEDIATION EFFORT REGARDING NICARAGUA 


1 . COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT CARAZO TOLD US THAT HE HAD 
BEEN CONTEMPLATING OFFERING TO MEDIATE IN THE NICARAGUAN 
SITUATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH HIS CENTRAL AMERICAN 
COLLEAGUES. 


2. IN OUR VIE SUCH A MEDIATION PROCESS APPEARS TO BE 
THE BEST COURSE NOW AVAILABLE TO MEET THE PROBLEMS POSED 
BY THE NICARAGUAN SITUATION AND TO AVOID EITHER CHAOS OR 
AN EXTREMIST REGIME. WE FURTHER BELIEVE THAT THE BEST 
MECHANISM FOR SETTING A MEDIATION EFFORT IN MOTION AND 
OBTAINING AGREEMENT ON IT WOULD BE THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
CHIEFS OF STATE ON THE BASIS OF THEIR CONCERN OVER THE 
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SECURITY OF THE REGION. (WE THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
SUCH A MOVE BE PERCEIVED PUBLICLY AND INTERNATIONALLY 
AS A SECURITY ISSUE OF SPECIAL CONCERN TO CENTRAL AMERICA 
AS DISTINCT FROM SOLELY A POLITICAL SUCCESSION ISSU:. 

AS A SECURITY ISSUE, WE ARE IN A MUCH BETTER POSITION TO 
SUPPORT THE CENTRAL AMERICANS - AND THEY ARE IN A POSI- 
TION TO TAKE THE LEAD - THAN IF IT IS JUST A SUCCESSION 
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ISSUE.) 

3. WE INSTRUCTED AMBASSADOR WEISSMAN ON SEPTEMBER 5 
TO INFORM CARAZO THAT WE HAVE NOTED HIS IDEA AND THAT 
IN OUR VIEW IT IS THE BEST WAY TO ADDRESS THE PRESENT 
SITUATION; THAT THE U.S. WOULD FULLY SUPPORT SUCH A 
STEP; THAT IF THE MEDIATION EFFORT ACHIEVES SUPPORT 
AMONG THE CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS, WE WOULD RECOM 
MEND THAT BOTH SIDES IN NICARAGUA ACCEPT IT. WE HAVE 
ALSO TOLD CARAZO THAT SPEED AND DECISIVENESS ARE 
IMPORTANT NOW AND THAT WE STAND READY TO HELP ALTHOUGH 
WE SHOULD NOT AND CANNOT TAKE THE LEAD. 

4. THE GOCR IS PRESENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF CONTACTING 
THE HEADS OF STATE OF HONDURAS, GUATEMALA AND EL 
SALVADOR, PREPATORY TO AN EFFORT TO CONTACT SOMOZA. 

WE HAVE INSTRUCTED OUR AMBASSADORS IN THOSE COUNTRIES 
TO INFORM PAZ, LUCAS AND ROMERO RESPECTIVELY OF OUR 
SUPPORT FOR CARAZO’S EFFORTS TO DEVELOP A CENTRAL 
AMERICAN M:DIATION EFFORT. 

5. FOR THE PRESENT THE FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR INFORMA- 
TION ONLY. HOWEVER, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE COSTA 
RICA-BACKED MEDIATION INITIATIVE IS BEING CARRIED IN 
THE COSTA RICAN PRESS AND WE ANTICIPATE WIDESPREAD 
PRESS AND PUBLIC INTER-ST. SHOULD THE GON INQUIRE AS 
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TO U.S. VIEWS ON THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INITIATIVE, YOU 
SHOULD INFORM THEM THAT THIS APPEARS TO US TO BE AN 
APPROPRIATE EXPRESSION OF CONCERN BY NICARAGUA'S 
NEIGHBORS AND WE WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A JOINT INITIATIVE. 
PRESS GUIDANCE WILL FOLLOW. CHRISTOPHER 
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